Differential diagnosis of ventilatory disorders with the help of volume/flow diagram.
Volume/flow (V/v) diagrams obtained from 82 healthy and pulmonary diseased subjects were analyzed. A formula had been worked out on the basis of determined slow vital capacity, for the calculation of maximum forced expiratory flow (VEmax). The expiratory volume/flow curves were used for the computation of lung conpliance (C1). These calculated values of VEmax and C1 were highly correlated to the measured values. It is concluded that these calculated values would provide a good index for the preliminary differential diagnosis of the pulmonary disorders.